
 

                                                
 

— PRESS RELEASE — 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Dame Pauline Green to Chair UN Advisory Group for 
International Year of Co-operatives  

 
Group of twenty co-operative leaders to provide guidance in achieving goals of Year. 

 
Cancun, Mexico, November 18, 2011 — Dame Pauline Green, president of the International 

Co-operative Alliance (ICA), is to chair the United Nations Advisory Group for the International 

Year of Co-operatives (IYC). The group will provide guidance, support and assistance to the 

Coordinating Committee in implementing the mandate and objectives of the IYC. 

 

The group is comprised of 20 leaders of co-operative organisations from around the world and 

represents a range of economic sectors, including financial, retail and media. At the group’s 

first meeting, held at UN headquarters on Nov. 1, Green was elected to serve as chair.   

 

“I am honoured that such a prestigious group of leaders has selected me to chair this most 

important group,” said Dame Green.  “The International Year of Co-operatives offers us an 

opportunity to demonstrate the power of co-operative enterprise to a world in need.  The global 

financial collapse is hurting people.  We live in a world where wealth is inequitably distributed. 

We have seen the rise of new opposition groups, especially among the young who are 

frustrated and seek a fairer economic system. Co-operatives are values-based, sustainable 

businesses that are agents of change in creating a more equitable society,” she continued. 

 



 

The Group has already taken urgent action to ensure that the role of co-operatives in helping 

to drive a sustainable green economy is recognised in the forthcoming Rio+20 negotiations in 

Brazil. 

 

In addition, the group seeks to focus on issues of concern, including food security, inclusion, 

engagement of youth as well as diversification of the economy. 

 

On 31st October the UN launched 2012 as the International Year of Co-operatives, with the 

theme “Co-operative Enterprises Build a Better World”. The International Year of Co-

operatives offers the global co-operative community a platform to demonstrate that co-

operatives offer a diverse, values-based business model to provide a sustainable source of 

revenue for communities and individuals. 

 
INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Interviews can be arranged with some of the world’s leading authorities on co-operatives 
including: 
 
• Dame Pauline Green, President, ICA 
• Charles Gould, Director-General, ICA 
 
To arrange interviews, please contact the ICA’s Communications Team: 
Nicola Kelly +44 7813 687292 | +44 203 286 8212 | kelly@ica.coop 
Alex Baker +44 7776 152847 | +44 208 144 8456 | baker@ica.coop 
 
Notes to editor: 

1. The International Co-operative Alliance is the global voice for the values-based business 
model of the cooperative, uniting co-operatives worldwide and providing a forum for knowledge 
and concerted action. ICA was established by co-operatives in 1895. It has members in almost 
100 countries representing one billion people worldwide. 

2. Co-operatives are successful, values-based businesses owned by their members. Whether 
they are customers, employees or residents, the members get an equal say in the business 
and a share of the profits. Co-operative values & principles were first established in 1844 by 
the Rochdale Pioneers. 

Employing 100 million people, co-operatives are significant economic actors in many different 
sectors: agriculture/forestry, banking/credit unions, consumer, health, insurance, workers, 
fisheries, housing, transport and tourism 

3. The United Nations has declared 2012 the International Year of Co-operatives. With its 
theme of ̳co-operative enterprises build a better world‘, the Year is an opportunity to raise 



 

awareness of how co-operatives are successful values based businesses owned by their 
members. 

4.  Further information available at www.2012.coop.  


